
 

U.S. Government  Name __________________________________________  

Unit 5  Lesson 29: Why Does the 1st Amendment Limit the Government’s Power 

over Religion? 

 
Congress shall 
make no law 
respecting an 

establishment of 
religion, or 

prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; 

 
“Separation of 

________ & State” 
 
 
 
 
 

Interpreting the 
Establishment 

Clause??? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Exercise 
Clause is intended 
to make sure that 

people who want to 
practice their religion 
will be permitted to 

do so. 
 
 
 
 

Balancing Free 
Exercise against 
other interests of 

society 
 

 
 

(Lecture/Reading Notes) 

 

1.  Congress; clearly means the _________ legislature is limited 
2.  ________________ Clause (official religion) 
3.  ______ __________ Clause (practicing) 
 

 
1.To protect religion from being corrupted by the __________. 
2.To protect good government from corruption caused by 
_____________ conflict. 

 “Jeffersonian Wall”, named for Thomas _____________ 

 Roger ____________ of Rhode Island, insisted there 
should be a “wall of separation between the _________ 
of the Church and the ______________ of the world” 

 
1.              -no governmental aid (tax $$) to religion whatsoever!!  
Police & Fire, yes and religious holidays excused from school. 
2.                    -gov is prohibited from giving one religious group 
preferential treatment.  Religion maybe supported as long as it 
is impartial.  “In God We Trust” on money is OK. 

3.                 -1st Amendment only prohibits the establishment of 
an official government religion.  The gov’t may participate in 
Christmas celebrations. 
 

 
Two Parts: 
1.To ________________ (conscience is absolute) the gov’t 
may NOT interfere! 
2.To _______________ (may be limited) other societal values 
& interests 
 

 

 
•  When the _____________ of the community vs. individual 
_____________.  Public health wins! 
•  When the life, health, or safety of the individual, rather than 
community, is involved, the Court has upheld the right of 
mentally competent adults to make religious decisions.  The 
courts will protect __________ from adults however. 
•  _______________ State Interest: does the gov interest 
justify limiting the individual’s ________ exercise of religion? 
 

 

 



 

Analyze each of the 2 Religion Cases and how the Court interpreted each of the clauses 

of the 1st Amendment. 

 

Establishment Clause (OYEZ.ORG) 

 

Everson v. Board of Education (1947) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Free Exercise Clause (OYEZ.ORG) 

 

Yoder v. Wisconsin (1972) 
 


